training completed terms on the editorial board. We expanded our features and developed many policies for the journal, including a conflict of interest policy, appeals process, a policy for addressing plagiarism, guidelines for authorship, and a process for evaluating reviewers. We published papers describing the process for producing a good case report and one for a review paper. A process was developed for the editorial board to undergo an annual performance review, increasing accountability. JMT also entered the world of social media with both Twitter and Facebook accounts and the wonderful JMT podcast. Over the years, I have tried to educate myself by joining the Council of Science editors, joining several publishing ethics organizations, attending the Peer Review Congress in Chicago, and taking an intensive editors' course.
The best part of my JMT story is also the worst. Because of all that I learned working with JMT, it prepared me for my current job, forcing me to leave JMT to join Elsevier.
But the journal is not about a single person; it is about a large group of very dedicated members of the American College of Medical Toxicology (ACMT), including the editorial board, the ACMT board of directors, the reviewers, authors, and those at Springer. I have to thank some very special people. The most important thank you goes to the editorial board. This group is so wonderful, energetic, and wise. They are the journal. Fortunately, I will continue to work with them in my role as ACMT president. I thank Mark Mycyk for being a guiding voice as my associate editor, and I know the journal will grow in his very capable hands. Lewis Nelson continues to serve as my confidante and grammar guru; his support and friendship are invaluable. Howard Greller and Dan Rusyniak joined me on many bike rides while I listened to the JMT podcast. They make my life brighter with their friendship and their humor. Michael Weston was my unwavering mentor as our publishing contact at Springer, becoming a good friend.
How can any ACMT thank you be complete without including Paul Wax and Tricia Steffey? I have known Paul since 1989. We have maintained our collegial relationship and friendship. Paul tirelessly advocates for every part of ACMT, including JMT. He is responsible for initiating the relationship with Springer and always encouraged the journal to be better. I am not sure words can express Tricia's role. In addition to all she does for ACMT, she also was my main administrative support person for JMT. She is one of the most incredible people and one of the hardest workers I have ever met.
I also have to thank my husband, Brian, for always supporting me and never complaining about extra hours spent working. Now, for my Oscars thank you, how can a sincere thank you and swan song be complete without thanking my parents? My father was an engineer and my mother an English teacher-the perfect recipe for a medical editor. I was so blessed to get the best of both of them. They are/were truly amazing people. Now, we are on to the next phase. I look forward to watching the journal, under Mark's direction, continue to excel. The future looks very bright.
